
October 2018

 www.FleetEquipmentMag.com

New truck, 
new Class

Is outsourced 
maintenance 
right for you?

Re-evaluating your 
suspension spec

The GHG impact 
on transmissions

Inside one fl eet’s 
experience with 

driver-facing cameras

Hino Trucks XL Series 
makes its Class 8 debut

C1 cover OCT 2.indd   1 10/8/18   4:11 PM



Vol. 44  |  Number 10  
October 2018On the

   Inside

 On the Cover  
The Hino XL Series

Features
48 Cover Story |  Hino Trucks XL Series makes its Class 8 debut

54 Equipment Technology | How GHG regulations will affect transmissions

62 Managing Assets |   Finding bene� ts in leasing, outsourced 
maintenance services 

70 Component Coverage |   Truck and trailer suspensions: application is 
key

78 Fleet Pro� le |  C.R. England: Equipment specs are driven by the need 
to meet service expectations, save fuel

Columns
 Editorial 1
JASON MORGAN

Fleet Ef� ciencies 6
ALEX CRISSEY

Tires & Wheels 8
MICHAEL INGRAM

Light- & Medium-duty 10
SETH SKYDEL

Shop and Service 12
JASON MORGAN

Fuels & Lubes 14
JASON MORGAN

Trending Truck 
Technology 16
ALEX CRISSEY

Post Script     96
DEAN MARTIN

 Departments
26  Timely Tips
 Oil analysis and total base   
 number

28   Industry News
 Diesel is still trucking’s fuel of  
 choice

82   Truck Products
 Eaton announces hybrid 
 regenerative accessory drive

88   Shop Equipment
 Bosch introduces HDS 250 HD  
 scan tool

92   Trailers & Bodies
 A.R.E. introduces Fusion truck  
 bed cover

Staff
 PUBLISHER
Dean Martin, Publisher
330-670-1234, Ext. 225
dmartin@babcox.com

EDITORIAL
Jason Morgan, Editor
330-670-1234, Ext. 279
jmorgan@babcox.com

Alex Crissey, Senior Editor
330-670-1234, Ext. 282
acrissey@babcox.com

Michael Ingram,
Contributing Editor
330-670-1234, Ext. 274
mingram@babcox.com

Seth Skydel,  
Sr. Contributing Editor
330-670-1234
sskydel@gmail.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Tammy House, 
Sr. Art Director 
330-670-1234, Ext. 256
thouse@babcox.com

ADVERTISING SERVICES
Christine Perry, 
Ad Services Coordinator
330-670-1234, Ext. 245
cperry@babcox.com

CIRCULATION SERVICES
Laureen Beresh, 
Circulation Manager
330-670-1234, Ext. 231
lberesh@babcox.com 

Maryellen Smith, 
Circulation Specialist
330-670-1234, Ext. 288
msmith@babcox.com

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

 Kirk Altrichter, Vice President
of Fleet Services, Kenan Advantage Group

David Foster, Vice President of 
Maintenance, Premier Transportation

Peter Nativo,  Director of Maintenance, 
Oakley Transport

Darry Stuart, President & CEO, DWS Fleet 
Management Services

Dan Vander Pol Director of Maintenance, 
Oak Harbor Freight Lines Inc.

CORPORATE
Bill Babcox, President
Greg Cira, Vice President, 
Chief Financial Of� cer
Beth Scheetz, Controller

In Memoriam:
Edward S. Babcox (1885-1970) – 
  Founder
Tom B. Babcox (1919-1995) – 
  Chairman

Founded 1974. 
Copyright 2018 Babcox Media Inc.

46

54

70

62

4 TOC.indd   6 10/9/18   8:29 AM

emily.senninger
Rectangle



92 October 2018 | Fleet Equipment

Giti introduces two wide base 
trailer tires

Giti Tire (USA) is introducing the Giti GDL633 
FS ultra-wide base tire for the drive axle po-
sition and the GTL933 FS ultra-wide base tire 
for trailers in long haul applications in North 
America.

The GDL633 FS (pictured above left) for the 
drive axle is SmartWay veri� ed and, according to 

the company, includes the following features:
•  Special tread compound for reduced rolling resistance 

and lower operating cost.
•  Sipe design built for even contact pressure that minimizes irregular wear.
•  Rugged lug pattern design built for traction and vehicle stability.
•  Seven circumferential groove design which evacuates water.
The SmartWay-veri� ed GTL933 FS (below left) includes the following fea-

tures, according to Giti:
•  Optimized tread design on the rib edges for mini-

mizing irregular wear;
•  Wide tread design with consistent contact patch 

pressure for long tread wear; and
•  Enhanced tread groove design for minimizing 

stone retention.
Giti Tire USA
gititrucktires.com

  Trailers & Bodies

A.R.E. introduces Fusion truck bed cover
A.R.E. Accessories introduced the Fusion paint-to-match tri-fold truck 

bed cover. According to the company, Fusion’s low-pro� le, weather-re-
sistant design features aircraft-grade aluminum panels painted to match 
your truck’s factory color code with carpeted under panels for a clean, 
� nished look. Open and close the tailgate with the cover in the closed 
position with the integrated universal tailgate operation. Support arms 
hold the cover in the fully opened position and the bed is illuminated by 
the standard battery-operated LED light. Fusion is a no-drill, clamp on 
cover, backed by a limited lifetime paint warranty.

A.R.E. Accessories
4are.com

Carrier Transicold releases ComfortPro electric APU
Carrier Transicold has introduced the new ComfortPro electric auxiliary power unit (APU). 

According to Carrier Transicold, the new APU provides quiet, emissions-free truck cab cooling 
while delivering one of the longest run-times in a battery-powered APU. The company also 
touts reduced service with an APU, with few moving parts and no engine-related maintenance. 
The ComfortPro electric APU is powered by four Group 31 AGM (absorbent glass mat) batteries 
that are charged by the truck’s alternator. The ComfortPro APU provides 7,500 BTU/hr. of air 
conditioning for up to 11 hours.

Carrier Transicold
carrier.com

•  Optimized tread design on the rib edges for mini-
mizing irregular wear;

•  Wide tread design with consistent contact patch 

Weather Guard introduces compact 
truck rack

Weather Guard, a manufacture of truck and van 
storage equipment, announced its new Weather Guard 
Compact Steel Truck Rack � ts most compact trucks, 
including the Chevrolet Colorado, GMC Canyon and 
Nissan Frontier. The new Compact Steel Truck rack 
securely installs to the bed rail with no drilling required, 
the company said. With a no-drill easy install, the new 
Compact Steel Truck rack (Model 1345-52-02) can be 
installed in less than an hour.

•   The company detailed the biggest bulletpoints: 
•  Four different areas that allow for additional tie 

down points;
•  The rack is rated at 1,000-lbs and is ideal for carry-

ing ladders or long materials to the jobsite and back; 
•  The rear of the truck rack has handlebars;
•  The front legs adjust, depending on the truck bed 

length;
•  The rack comes with a welded to help de� ect wind;
•  Removable rear cross member is installed with 

looking pins;
•  Matte black powder coat for dependability;
•   Compatible with all Weather Guard truck boxes; and
Limited lifetime warranty.  
Weather Guard  
weatherguard.com
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  Trailers & Bodies
Spireon introduces 
FleetLocate Cargo 
Sensor with 
IntelliScan sensing 
technology

The IntelliScan technology uses a 
unique combination of sensing methods, 
including optical imaging and laser time of 
� ight to provide trailer � eet managers with 
a more precise picture of what is inside 
every trailer and visualizing cargo load 
status, Spireon stated.

The FleetLocate Cargo Sensor with 
IntelliScan technology is designed to re-
solve the issues with ultrasonic detection, 
which is often used in cargo sensors and 
can be impacted by conditions inside the 
trailer like humidity, cargo type, and dis-
tance between the sensor and cargo, ac-
cording to the Spireon. The company says 
that the new sensor resolves these issues 
by combining multiple sensors within a 
single device and adding processing pow-
er to the sensors themselves. IntelliScan 
uses lasers for time of � ight measurement, 
eliminating problems associated with 
cargo type and proximity. However, lasers 
alone have range limitations, so Spireon 
also incorporated a camera in the device 
as well. As a result, the Spireon solution 
will capture the entire 53-ft. trailer, regard-
less of environmental conditions or varying 
cargo types.  

Spireon
spireon.com
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